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NIH grants $19 million to Medical School
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

The National Institutes of Health (NIH)
has awarded School of Medicine scientists four grants totaling $19 million to
explore the trillions of microbes that inhabit
the human body and to determine how they
contribute to good health and disease.
The grants are part of the Human Microbiome Project, an ongoing, ambitious effort
to catalog the bacteria, viruses, fungi and
other microorganisms that naturally coexist
in or on the body.
On June 23, the NIH announced
$42 million in grant awards to 12 U.S.
institutions that expand the scope of the
microbiome project. The largest chunk
— $16 million — goes to Washington

University's Genome Center, which played a
central role in the initial phase of the
project.
George Weinstock,
Ph.D., professor of
genetics and associate
director of the Genome
Center, will lead the
effort to decode the
DNA of about 400
microbes in collaboration with scientists at
three other large-scale
Weinstock
DNA sequencing centers. This information
will be used to catalog the microbes found
in samples from healthy human volunteers
to find out which microbes live in various

ecological niches of the body.
"We can't really understand human
health and disease without understanding
the massive community of microorganisms
we carry around with us," Weinstock said.
"This effort will tell us which microbes are
present in certain areas of the body and
what they are doing there. Ultimately, this
information will change how we think about
and treat many illnesses."
Many scientists consider humans as
superorganisms, a synergistic community of
both human and bacterial cells that is more
than the sum of its parts. The microbial cells
in the human body are major players: They
outnumber human cells by at least 10 to
one.
Moreover, our bodies carry more than

100 times as many microbial genes as human genes. These microbes contribute
essential functions that humans have either
lost or never been able to perform on their
own, such as synthesizing certain vitamins,
digesting complex sugars or helping the
body to ward off harmful disease-causing
microorganisms.
WUSTL researchers also received
$3 million for three pilot demonstration
projects that investigate the link between
changes in microbial communities and
certain diseases. These one-year projects
involve sampling the microbiomes of both
healthy and ill volunteers. By comparing
differences in microbial communities between the two groups, researchers hope to
See Grant, Page 2

McDonnell scientists help find
gamma rays from black hole
An international collaboration of
390 scientists reports the discovery of an outburst of veryhigh-energy (VHE) gamma radiation from the giant radio galaxy
Messier 87 (M 87), accompanied
by a strong rise of the radio flux
measured from the direct vicinity
of its supermassive black hole.
The combined results give first
experimental evidence that particles are accelerated to extremely
high energies of tera electron volt
(one electron volt is the energy an
electron or proton gains when it is
accelerated by one volt) in the
immediate vicinity of a supermassive black hole and then emit the
observed gamma rays. The gamma
rays have energies a trillion times
higher than the energy of visible
light.
The large collaborative effort
involved three arrays of 12-meter
to 17-meter telescopes that detect
very-high-energy gamma rays and
the Very Long Baseline Array
(VLBA) that detects radio waves
with high spatial precision.
Washington University scientists Matthias Beilicke, Ph.D., a
postdoctoral research associate in
physics in Arts & Sciences, and
Henric Krawczynski, Ph.D., associate professor of physics, working
with the Very Energetic Radiation
Imaging Telescope Array System
(VERITAS), coordinated this
cooperative project for the
VERITAS collaboration, the results of which appeared in the
July 2 Science Express, the advance online publication of the
journal Science.
James H. Buckley, Ph.D., professor of physics, is a founding
member of the VERITAS collaboration and works closely with
Krawczynski on the VERITAS
project. The WUSTL group, which
Buckley leads, has played a key
role in a number of publications
describing discoveries made by the
newly commissioned VERITAS
experiment, including the latest
collaborative study, titled "Radio
Imaging of the Very-High-Energy
Gamma-Ray Emission Region in
the Central Engine of a Radio
Galaxy."
In addition to VERITAS and
the VLBA, the High Energy
Stereoscopic System (H.E.S.S.) and
the Major Atmospheric Gamma-

Ray Imaging Cherenkov (MAGIC)
gamma-ray observatories were
involved in these observations.
"We had scheduled gamma-ray
observations of M 87 in a close
cooperative effort with the three
major gamma-ray observatories
VERITAS, H.E.S.S. and MAGIC,
and we were lucky that an extraordinary gamma-ray flare happened
just when the source was observed
with the VLBA and its impressive
spatial resolving power," Beilicke
said.
Beilicke, Buckley and
Krawczynski are members of the
University's McDonnell Center for
the Space Sciences.
"Only combining the highresolution radio observations with
the VHE gamma-ray observations
allowed us to locate the site of
the gamma-ray production," said
R. Craig Walker, Ph.D., staff
scientist at the National Radio
Astronomy Observatory in
Socorro, N.M.
M 87 is located at a distance of
50 million light years from Earth
in the Virgo cluster of galaxies.
The black hole in the center of
M 87 is 6 billion times more massive than the Sun.
The size of a non-rotating black
hole is given by the Schwarzschild
radius. Everything — matter or
radiation — that comes within one
Schwarzschild radius of the center
of the black hole will be swallowed
by it. The Schwarzschild radius of
the supermassive black hole in
M 87 is comparable to the radius
of our solar system.
In the case of some supermassive black holes — as in M 87
— matter orbiting and approaching the black hole powers highly
relativistic outflows, called jets.
The matter in the jets travels away
from the black hole, escaping its
deadly gravitational force. The jets
are some of the largest objects in
the universe, and they can reach
out many thousands of light years
from the vicinity of the black hole
into the intergalactic medium.
VHE gamma-ray emission
from M 87 was first discovered in
1998 with the HEGRA Cherenkov
telescopes. "But even today, M 87
is one of only about 25 sources
outside our galaxy known to emit
VHE gamma rays," Beilicke said.
See Rays, Page 6

GOOflbye, Old friend Crews begin to demolish the exterior of Wohi Student Center the morning
of June 15. Dedicated in 1960, the Wohl Center was located in the heart of the South 40 and
housed Bear's Den, Center Court dining facilities, student mailboxes and other student services
and hangouts. A new building just to the north of the Wohl Center's former location will open this
fall and will contain kitchen and dining facilities and private dining rooms. There also will be three
floors of housing for upperclass students.

Village East apartments certified LEED Silver
First 'green' residence hall on Danforth Campus
BY JESSICA DAUES

The Village East student apartment building has received a
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED)
Silver rating from the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC).
The LEED rating system is a
third-party certification program
and a nationally accepted benchmark for the design, construction
and operation of environmentally
friendly buildings.
The Village East is the first
LEED-certified residence hall and
third LEED-certified building on
the Danforth Campus. The
Danforth University Center
earned a LEED Gold rating in
2008, and the Earth & Planetary
Sciences Building was LEEDcertified in 2005.

"This is another major step in
the University's drive to become
an national sustainability leader,"

"I am so pleased that Village
East is our first green residential
facility for undergraduates," said

"This beautiful facility now enables us to more
adequately meet the increasing demand by juniors
and seniors for apartment-style accommodations
on the Danforth Campus."
JUSTIN

X. CARROLL

said Henry S. Webber, executive
vice chancellor for administration.
The Village East, which opened
in August 2008, contains 152 beds
in four-bedroom apartments for
upperclass students. Several study,
program and meeting spaces also
are located on its three floors.

Justin X. Carroll, associate vice
chancellor for students and dean of
students. "Providing state-of-theart facilities that are more energyefficient and more cost-effective
has been a priority for our student
housing redevelopment program.
See Village East, Page 6
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School of Medicine Update
Three staff receive Dean's
awards at medical school
Three School of Medicine
employees were recognized
this spring by Larry J.
Shapiro, M.D., executive vice
chancellor and dean of the
School of Medicine, for their
outstanding contributions and
exceptional commitment and
dedication to the school.
The Dean's Distinguished
Service Award went to Michael
Royal, staff pharmacist in the
Department of Internal Medicine
— AIDS Clinical Trials Unit.
"Michael consistently performs at a high level, readily
seizing the initiative and moving
projects forward. His service to
the HIV community is well
recognized as he has presented at
and attended numerous support
groups, been active in local AIDS
service organizations and served
nationally as a leader among the
AIDS Clinical Trials Group," said
David B. Clifford, M.D., the
Melba and Forest Seay Professor
of Clinical Neuropharmacology
in Neurology and professor of
medicine, and Michael K.
Klebert, research instructor in
medicine.
The Dean's Distinguished
Service Award, considered to be
the medical school's highest form
of staff recognition, recognizes
employees who exceed their job
responsibilities, help to create a
positive working environment
and improve the community in
which they live.
The Dean's Research Support

Award went to Mary Hoffmann,
clinical research nurse coordinator in the Department of Internal
Medicine — Renal.
Hoffman is dedicated and
always on task, said Anitha
Vijayan, M.D., associate professor
of medicine.
"In addition to her commitment, what has struck me (and
others) about Mary is her compassion," Vijayan said. "She takes
extra time to spend with families
to alleviate their anxiety about
their loved ones. One can tell that
she truly takes pride in her work
and cares about the patients and
families. She is truly a motivational figure for all of us."
The Dean's Operations Staff
Award went to Jacquelyn Fleming, coordinator of clinical/research/lab/office/education in the
Department of Surgery.
John Kirby, M.D., assistant
professor of surgery, said of
Fleming: "She is an effective administrator and regularly exceeds
her job specifications in difficult
situations. She is the first person
that students turn to with problem in their rotations. Jackie has
also transformed the way in
which we are able to look at our
survey data of our students. She
has put this together for a research project to improve the
quality of surgical rotations nationwide, and this is now before
the Human Research Protection
Office Institutional Review
Board."

Appreciating employees
Above: (From left) Elaine Rauhut, patient
billing/services representative II; Akeia Mathis,
patient billing/services representative II;
Leona Beck, licensed practical nurse; and
Nikita Coleman, medical assistant II; all in
the Department of Otolaryngology, enjoy
St. Louis Cardinals mascot Fredbird at the
Employee Appreciation Afternoon in the Park
June 5. At the event in Hudlin Park, employees
donated 1,251 pounds of food to the St. Louis
Area Foodbank.The donated food will provide
1,001 meals to the area's needy.
Right: Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton joins in
Fredbird's antics at the Employee Appreciation
Afternoon in the Park.

Employees recognized for years of service to School of Medicine
Michael White, Mary K. Winborn, Carol Lee
Wolfslau, Grade Ellen Wright, William S. Wu,
Li-Ping Yang and Kenneth W. Zimmerman Jr.

The following employees were recognized for

15 years of service: Arbi Ben Abdallah, Avril
J. Adelman, Gail F. Agnew, Jeanette Diane
Alexander, Cathy L. Alvey, Gregory Avant,
Linda D. Barnes, Ruth Ann Barrios, Robert W.
Bauman, Frederic Bovey, Stephanie Jo Brown,
Eileen Purcell Browner, Elizabeth E. Buechler,
Darrick A. Burgan, Dawn Lynn Cross, Jan
Maureen Crowley, Christine Ann Discher,
Diane F. Duddy, Jimmy Elliott, Terri L. Ennis,
Lynne Marie Ernst, Rita Ann Fulton, Alice L.
Gleason, Teresa L. Goatey, Teddi L. Gray,
Kimberly A. Gray, Betty J. Greene, Wendy
Katherine Greentree, Terry Allen Griest, Susan
M. Grimm, Cassandra Louis Gulledge, Carla
R. Harbor, John Harding, Maria B. Harrington,
Kathleen A. Harris, James A. Havranek,
Robert Lee Hopkins, Debra Lynn Hoven,
Robert M. Hovis, Darlene Jo Jacobs, Angela
Yvonne James, Pamela Muich Jearls, George
Johnson, Maria Karlsson, Patricia Lynn Kelm,
Leslie Ann Kemp, Sheri Kersting, Linda
Ketchens, Scott Edward Kleinman, Darren
Wynn Kreamalmeyer, Margaret M. Leaders,
Renate Monika Lewis, Donna Lewis, Cheryl A.
Lyons, Mary Ann Marler, Zoe A. Martin,
Donna S. McCartney, Roberta Catherine
McKinnon, Kathleen Ann Meyer, Vicki L.
Mitchell, Anthony Richard Nardi, Mary
Kathleen Nehring, Alma Darlene Neidy, Jeffrey
A. Neilsen, Gary G. Nitz, Ronald E. Norwood,
Helen I. Odle, Vivian Olajide, Tina Kay
Oliver-Welker, Kymberlie A. Pepin, Gary S.
Perotti, Arnita Pitts, L. Susan Pletscher, Judith
Ann Polys, Yue-Qin Qin, Mary Alice
Quasebarth, Linda Repa-Eschen, Diana M.
Restelli, Karen Sue Riley, Carol L. Sapolis,
Amy Schmidt, Lyvonne Shanklin, Claire
Elizabeth Shumate, Julia E Sim, Diane Lori
Smith, Pamela Smith, Robert F. Spatola,
Michael Stefon Spratt, Lisa Hammonds
Stevenson, Darlene Scott Stewart, Kelly
Elizabeth Stockhausen, Cynthia Leigh Strong,
Patricia Marie Suntrup, Mary Ellen Swatske,
Joelene M. Swearingen, Mary Eileen Sweeso,
J. Ross Thomas, Terry A. Thurston, Alice
Yuyuqiu Tong, Sue K. Troha, Robert Peter
Vanderwaal, Sally L. Vogt, Diana R. Wagner,
Barbara A. Walker-Osborne, Monica Rena
Waller, Tsugie Watanabe, Victoria Arlene Weir,
Kim Ann Welle, Dana M. Westrich, James

The following employees were recognized for

The following employees were recognized for
40 years of service: Rosalie A. Dustmann,
Kathleen P. Fulwider, Arnold Heidbreder,
Simon Igielnik, Patricia A. Morrissey and
Barbara Ann Wehner.

colonize the intestinal tract. She
and her colleagues suspect that
mutations in the human genome
combine with changes in the
composition of intestinal microbes to cause the inflammation
that is the hallmark of the disease.
Gregory Storch, M.D., the
Ruth L. Siteman Professor of
Pediatrics and professor of medicine and of molecular microbiology, is working to uncover the full
spectrum of viruses that cause
sudden high fevers in otherwise
healthy children. His team will
analyze blood samples and

respiratory and gastrointestinal
secretions from children with fever
and healthy children to look for
both known and new viruses.
This information will provide a
basis for understanding how viruses may contribute to fevers that
cannot be traced to a recognized
cause. The scientists also will carry
out similar studies in children
whose immune systems are suppressed, either by HIV/AIDS and
other illnesses or by medications
related to organ and stem-cell
transplants.
Phillip Tarr, M.D., the Melvin

E. Carnahan Professor in Pediatrics
and professor of molecular microbiology, is investigating whether
necrotizing enterocolitis, a devastating gastrointestinal illness that
primarily affects premature infants,
is linked to microbes in the intestinal tract.
Tarr and his colleagues are
collecting fecal samples from premature babies to identify and quantify differences between the microbial communities of the infants
who develop the illness and those
who do not. This information may
provide a foundation for develop-

ing ways to prevent or cure the
illness.
The Genome Center also will
collaborate on two additional pilot
demonstration projects. One
probes the link between the skin
microbiome and acne in a project
led by researchers at the University
of California, Los Angeles. The
other examines the microbiome of
the urethra in adolescent males and
its relationship to puberty, sexual
activity and sexually transmitted
diseases. Projects with encouraging
results may be selected for expansion and additional funding.

The following employees were recognized
for 10 years of service: Laura S. Abrams,
Olga Agapova, Antonina Akk, Annette Allen,
Bronda C. Alt, Jill M. Anselm, Cindi L. Bailey,
Pamela R. Bates, Linda M. Becker, Larisa
Belaygorod, Barbara J. Bellovich, Kelly E.
Bernard, Laura L. Blair, Sharon Bloch, Jane
Blood, Kristine Bolhofner, Kimberly Ann
Bradford, Angel Brandt, Taheim A. Brooks,
Mary Katherine Brown, Timothy Luke Budd,
Christina Lee Burk, Erin Burress, Drucilla
Caldwell, Li Cao, Darren Casimere, Versie
Chissem, Wing Chiu, Mari Jo Clark, Verna F.
Clepper, Jennifer Marie Coleman, Antoinette
C. Colletti-Cook, Sue Ann Compton, Carol
Conway-Long, Joshua J. Conyers, Lynn D.
Cowan, Steven George Cox, Clodean P.
Crowell, Iris M. Csik, Blandon Damon
Davidson, Kimberly Ann Roehl Delli-Zotti,
Steven Demartino, Lauralea Dents, Amy L.
Deutsch, Barbara Ann Dokos, Feiyu Du,
Shenghui Duan, Andrew G. Engel, Deborah
Esker, Amy E. Evans, Pablo Evans, Chad
Bruce Faulkner, Chu Feng, Susan Marie
Fiehler, Jennifer L. Frye, Erika C. Fuess, Tony
L. Gaige, Kim Kathryn Garascia, Jane Gausch,
Susan Gilmore, Susan 0. Girardier, Jennifer
Godfrey, Bryant Ward Golliday, Susan Lynn
Goodman, Diane Granberry-Owens, Tina L.
Grubbs, Kimberly Sue Haas, Wanda Linze
Haertling, Karen Jean Hall, Kimberly Hall,
Joshua Hardt, Neal Allen Harres, Stephanie L.
Hart, Marian T. Hirbe, Jennifer S. Hodges,
Beth Ann Hoffman, Mary Hoffmann, Mieke
Lynne Hoock, Arthur W. Hoover, Shunfang
Hou, Irvin Howard, William B. Howells, Marc
Hudson, Stacy Hurst, Sally A. Jansen, Carlotta
Avis Jethroe, Xiaoping Jiang, Deborah Ann
Johns, Sylvia L. Johnson, Patricia Johnson,
Doris J. Jones, Tracy R. Jones, Harry Fraser
Jr., Rachel Laverne Karbarski, Lisa Marie
Kehlenbrink, Katy A. Keisker, Lisa Kessels,
Kyung H. Kim, Jeong Sook Kim-Han,
Kimberly Carol King, Vickie Lynn Kitchell,
Catherine J. Klinger, Lynn Marie Lammers,
Carol L. Lane, Peggy L. Lange, Melissa R.
Larkin, Kathleen Lentini, Denise Lynn Lenz,
Donna S. Lesniak, Kourtney Gerard Liddy, Wei
Liu, Michael T. Lockett, Sheri Denise Long,
Aiwu Lu, Linda R. Lynn, Jill Lynn Mantia,

Donna M- Marin,.Jon N. Marsh, Donnell
Martin, Maribel Martinez, Jeannie May,
Michael C. Mayer, Anthony McAdow, Ronald
T. McCarthy, Robert McCormack, Juanita
Diane McDermott, Peggy Anne McDonald,
Michael D. McLellan II, Rebecca C. McMahon,
Brenda A. McManemy, Vanessa J. Meadows,
Patricia J. Meeks, Laura Bernadett Metz,
Amber M. Neilson, Cheryl Renee Nelson,
Jane A. Nelson, Sheri Lynn Niederbrach,
Christine Marie Nolan, Robert D. O'Connor,
Karen E. O'Dell, Bridget K. O'Neal, James
David Pate, Dawn D. Pesti, Mary E. Portell,
Michelle M. Procasky, Tammy Purington,
Teresa L. Radake, Brian Railey, Michael John
Ramsbottom, Erin B. Ramshur, Sarah Jane
Rands, Brent L. Ray, Deedra A. Reid, Amy D.
Reily, Jennifer A. Reneau, Virginia L. Ribaudo,
Anne Catherine Richardson, Kelly Marie
Riggs, Gregory L. Robbins, Tracey
Roberts-Johnson, Jonitha Robinson, Susan ...
M. Rock, Becky A. Salmo, Pamela Jeanne
Schaub, Debra E. Scheer, Paul L.
Schermesser, Linda Schimmoeller, Rachael
Elizabeth Schmitt, Leslie Nicole Schuchmann,
Carolyn Rose Schultheis, Karen Leslie
Schwander, Barbara Ann Scott, Jennifer
Scott, Heather A. Shaw, Kenyetta M. Shelby,
Eddie Shelton, Florence Joyce Skitt, Pamela
Jean Sleeper, Karen Marie Smith, Melanie K.
Somercik, Carol E. Sparks, Brent P. Spehar,
Jacqueline Stack, Dana C. Sterbenz, Sandra
R. Stewart, James Struthers, Stacey M.
Suess, Diane L. Sullivan, Lingwei Sun, Sanja
Svrakic, Keliang Tang, Yuzhu Tang, Cami Lynn
Taylor, Vicki Lynn Tegethoff, Annette M.
Tetrault, Brenda A. Theising, Ronda Elaine
Thiemann, Lauri L. Thienes, Charise Nichol
Thomas, Denise Thomas, Elizabeth Tierney,
Denice R. Turnbow, Peggy L. Tyson, Roy T.
Van Hee Jr., Linda Van Zandt, Victoria C.
Vaughn, Judy K. Wagner, Gary De Wet, Toni
Lynn Whipple, Estellene Whitfield, Phillip
Joseph Wieda, Charlene Marie Williams, Joe
W. Willis, Gilbert Earl Winters, Rhonda L
Woods, Baogang Xu, Le Yan, Jing Yang,
Gwendolyn J. Young, Kelly Young, Michael
Christo Zahner and Fanjie Zhang.

Grants
- from Page 1

determine how microbes influence
the risk of disease.
Ellen Li, M.D., Ph.D., professor
of medicine and associate professor of biochemistry and molecular
biophysics, is evaluating whether
patients with Crohn's disease, a
gastrointestinal illness that causes
severe abdominal pain and diarrhea, have a genetic makeup that
alters the types of microbes that

The following employees were recognized for
20 years of service: Lethoren Tory Abram,
Stacy Catherine Adkisson, Corazon Dungo
Arthur, Jack Dale Baty, Linda Susan Black,
Carol Lee Blasberg, Betty Ella Bonnett, Lance
M. Bottini, Cynthia Marie Breihan, Verdella F.
Brink, Leslie Renee Burnett, Paul Gerard
Caradonna, Lisa M. Carmen, Joyce E.
Carnoske, Bessie Doris Carter, Margaret R.
Chesney, Diane Chester, Pamela Renee Davis,
Sandra M. Dean, Julie Marie Dimitry, Sandra
R. Doyle, Denise Edwards, Christine Fahy,
Carol Ann Frederickson, Regina Gant, Linda
J. Garcia-Otero, Diane Lynn Gentile, Robyn
Lynn Gornati, Marion Harris, Theresa Maria
Harter, Barbara Jean Hartman, Kim Michelle
Heimann, Theresa Marie Hildebrandt, Mary L
Hubert, Sandra Lee Hughes, Karen Kay
Jaboor, Sharon Ann Janoski, Sherry L.
Johnson, Troy Eugene Jones, Keith Ledeall
Jones, Laura Lynn Karsteter, Kimberly Diane
Keen, John Kelley, Mary Ann Kelly, April E.
King, Maria Ann Kraus, Mary J. Light, Kim L.
Lipsey, Ellen Long, Kathy Ann Losciuto,
Barbara Sue McCall, Brian Dean McKinney,
Ronda Gay Mekan, Veronica Mess, Egberdina
Vander Meulen, Terry Kay Miller, Charles E.
Mitchell, Lesley J. Moore, Maurice Ronell
Murray, Rodney Allen Norah, Andrea Sue
Pacheco, Yolonda Yvette Phillips, Gary
Michael Picou, Jerome Stewart Pinkner,
Doris Jean Raines, Kathleen Megan Reeves,
Lisa Carol Reid, Curt J. Rimkus, Thomas F.
Rocchio, Judith Lynn Schweiger, James C.
Serati, Steven Charles Serfass, Virginia A.
Sherrill, Kelli Sue Simburger, Andrea Sims,
Kathy Lynn Spudich, Judith Anne Stockstad,
Rose Marie Tidwell, Mary M. Vanicelli,
Rosalie A. Veile, Dorothy H. Wallace, Thomas
William Walsh, Cheri Lynn Weatherford, Rose
M Webb-Bertel, Mary Regina Wells, Rosalind
Carol Welsch, Carol Ann Wiedner, Rodney
Alan Williams, Bradley S. Wilson, Janice Leah
Witte and Michelle E. Wynn.

25 years of service: Linda Werner Bollinger,
Barry Harold Branham, Rosemarie Brannan,
Clarence R. Brooks Jr., Mary M. Dodd, James
L. Dover, Tamara L. Evans, Timothy Joseph
Fahrner, Geralyn Marie Fisher, Gerald Mark
Gusdorf, Renee' Harris, Clinton Jackson,
Helen Ann Jansen, Charles S. Johnson,
Lorraine Larose, Barry L. Manner, Kenneth A.
Mason, Michelle Jo Meyer, Sherry Lynn
Mosley, Jacqueline L. Mudd, Janet Petri
Muraski, Frances M. Niemeyer-Murphy, Jodi
Pagano, Judy Lynne Peterein, Deborah Wynn
Powell, Joann Louise Reagan, Carol Lynn
Recklein, Rebecca lone Riney, Randall S.
Ross, Kaye L Sansoni, Brian Patrick Sullivan,
Cathy Sweeney, Lydia Thomas, Donna Rae
Vickery, Smita C. Vora, Pamela S.
Woodring-Brown and Christine Young-Pour.
The following employees were recognized for
30 years of service: Teresa A. Arb, Robert
Walter Barczewski, Thomas Webb Brandt,
Jon Jay Christensen, Debra Jean Danieley,
Robert Louis Darian, Earselene Easley,
Brenda C. Edsell, Betty Gene Fisher, Angela
Fox, Karen A. Gallo, Janice Goffstein-Davis,
Robert Elwood Hamilton Jr., Jessie Hardges,
Rose Marie Hunter, Catharine Marie Martinez,
Denise McClendon, Carol Anne Papps,
Michael Ragouzis, Jamie Beth Schneider,
Steven Mark Smith, Regina M. Swink,
Deborrah Ann Taylor, Jeanne Marie Walsh,
Cheryl Lynn Zmaila and Don J. Zygmund.
The following employees were recognized for
35 years of service: Mary Catherine Beranek,
Anna B. Bobbitt, Jane Lewis Boudreaux,
William E. Coughlin, Sherilyn Hall, Reka
Kozak, John James Marcallini, Mary Helen
Mohr, Deborah Ann Monolo, Geraldine M.
Neumann, Dale Frank Osborne, Peggy June
Romero, Sue Schreit, Andrea Maresse Sykes,
Rosie T Vanderson and Faye Helane
Zvibleman.
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School of Medicine Update

School launches energy-awareness drive
BY BETH MILLER

How much money could the
School of Medicine save
annually if everyone turned
off lirhts and equipment when not
in use?
The answer: about $700,000.
With simple changes like this one,
employees can help the School of
Medicine reach its goal to save
more than $1.5 million a year in
energy costs.
The medical school has already
significantly reduced energy use
despite a 70 percent increase in
campus size since the early 1990s,
but there are more opportunities
for savings, said Jim Stueber,
director of facilities engineering.
"With Dean Shapiro's help,
we've implemented many energy

conservation projects and have
updated many older systems,
including updating heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems and replacing inefficient
production equipment with more
efficient and reliable models,"
Stueber said. "Our total energy
use has dropped 8.1 percent since
1992 despite the campus growth,
but we're still spending about
$17 million this year on energy.
"We've grabbed all of the lowhanging fruit and will continue to
build efficient buildings, find
energy-conservation projects and
operate as efficiently as possible,
but the only way we can make an
impact on the future is with the
help of everyone on campus,"
Stueber said.
To get everyone involved, the

Crowder named Brown
Professor in Anesthesiology

medical school has launched an
Energy Awareness Committee, a
grassroots effort involving a
representative from all departments. Each department has been
charged with reducing energy use
in their office, conference and lab
areas. In addition, there are four
subcommittees taking a closer
look at laboratories, personal
computers, data centers and
computer rooms and raising
public awareness.
Since the initiative began this
spring, many departments have
launched internal campaigns to
reduce energy. Jerry Pinkner,
research lab manager in the
Department of Molecular
Microbiology and head of the lab
subcommittee, has been encouraging those in his department to
turn off high-energy-using equipment when not in use.

The lab subcommittee is
distributing watt-hour meters,
devices that measure and record
the electric power flowing
through a circuit, to various labs
at the school. Purchased by the
Facilities Management Department, the meters also show how
much money can be saved annually by turning equipment off
when not in use.
• In addition, the Department
of Pediatrics staff evaluated lighting in its office areas on the
eighth, ninth and 10th floors of
the Northwest Tower and determined that they could remove
the center bulb from overhead
light fixtures without impacting
task lighting.
The Department of Molecular
Microbiology also has made
changes to lighting in its office,
lab and research areas. Those

small changes will save $3,500 a
year in each of those departments, Steuber said.
"We want people to remember
that every person at the medical
school can have a positive impact
on the school's finances and the
environment by making a personal choice to be more responsible with energy use," Stueber
said.
To join the energy-savings
initiative, talk to your department
representative or business
manager.
In addition, Facilities Management offers tips to save energy in
the office, lab and home and an
Energy Savings Recommendation
Form for employees to suggest
ways that the medical school can
reduce energy. Those and other
energy-saving resources can be
found at tiny.cc/Zowdk.

in St. Louis and an acknowledged
pioneer of that specialty. He
served more than 40 years as chief
C. Michael Crowder, M.D.,
of anesthesiology at St. John's
Ph.D., has been named the
Mercy Hospital and was on the
Dr. Seymour and Rose T. Brown
clinical teaching faculty of Saint
Professor in Anesthesiology
Louis University School of
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
Medicine for more than three
and Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., execudecades.
tive vice chancellor for medical
In addition to the Dr. Seymour
affairs and dean of the School of
and Rose T. Brown Professorship
Medicine, made the announcein Anesthesiology, the Browns also
ment.
established the Seymour Brown,
"Dr. and Mrs. Brown's support
M.D., and Rose Tropp Brown
has been very important to the
Endowment for Research in the
University and to the School of
Medicine," Wrighton said. "Their
; Division of Gastroenterplogy, in ; ■
memory of their son Alvin R.
generosity is '
Brown, M.D., who completed his
advancing the
residency in gastroenterology at
outstanding
the School of Medicine and passed
research of
away in 2000.
some of our
Crowder is chief of the
leading
Anesthesiology Research Unit at
scientists."
the School of Medicine. He also is
Crowder's
an attending anesthesiologist at
research involves identify- Barnes-Jewish Hospital, where he
cares primarily for patients undering the targets
Crowder
going neurosurgical procedures,
of general
and a faculty member at the Hope
anesthetics as
Center for Neurological Disorders.
well as looking for genes that
"I am honored and grateful for
control survival and adaptation to
this recognition, which helps to
cellular injury from low oxygen
recognize and boost the entire
(hypoxia). In conditions such as
Helping hands Airmen from Scott Air Force Base, III., load an MRI machine donated by the
research effort in our department,"
stroke and heart attack, hypoxia
School of Medicine onto a C-17 Globemaster III June 12. The U.S. Air Force flew the 36,000-pound
Crowder said. "We are blessed with
often damages or kills cells.
MRI machine to Salta, Argentina. In addition to being used for routine medical care in that region,
outstanding scientists making
Crowder is learning more about
the MRI will be used to conduct brain scans of the native population as part of research into the
important advancements in the
the mechanisms that make cells
origins of schizophrenia. Faculty involved in coordinating the donation were Marcus Raichle, M.D.,
understanding of nerve signaling,
either vulnerable to hypoxia or
professor of radiology, of neurology and of neurobiology; Thomas Conturo, M.D., associate
pain biology and cell death from
resistant to it.
professor of radiology; Yvette Sheline, M.D., professor of radiology and of psychiatry; Gilbert Jost,
hypoxia and infection. I am proud
"Mike Crowder is one of the
M.D., head of the Department of Radiology and director of the Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology;
to be part of this exciting research
leading physician-scientists in
and Gabriel de Erausquin, M.D., Ph.D., a former faculty member now at Harvard Medical School.
effort."
anesthesia research," Shapiro said.
"His work in the model organism
C. elegans has helped elucidate
genetic and cellular mechanisms in
those microscopic worms that also
are important in human disease,
Farrell Learning and Teaching
Alison J. Whelan, M.D., has
she was a health law attorney at
and his outstanding work with
Center, was the coordinator of
been named senior associate
McDermott, Will and Emery LLP.
medical students and fellows has
the process that created and
dean for education, and Yi Zhang,
Previously, Zhang was director of
helped to advance the school's
implemented the Practice of
J.D., has been named assistant
operations and development for
educational mission. He is clearly
Medicine curriculum and played
dean for clinical trials. Both apthe Center for Clinical Studies at
deserving of this honor."
a key role in launching the
pointments were effective July 1.
the medical school. She also
The Brown professorship was
Standardized Patient Program.
Creation of Whelan's position
served as director of regulatory
established in memory of Rose
As assistant dean for clinical
support and compliance and of
Brown's husband, Seymour Brown, emanates from the school's Plan
trials, Zhang will plan, direct and
for Excellence, the 10-year strateclinical trial contracts for the
M.D., and in honor of Alex S.
oversee clinical trials activities at
gic plan recently completed and
Center for Clinical Studies and
Evers, M.D., the Henry Elliot
Zhang
Whelan
the medical school. She will
endorsed by the Executive Faculty,
earlier served as director of carMallinckrodt Professor and head
manage the negotiation of indusChancellor Mark S. Wrighton and
diac surgical research and as carof the Department of Anesthetry-sponsored clinical trial conthe Board of Trustees, said Larry
national Medical Education.
diothoracic surgery research nurse
siology.
tracts and ensure compliance
J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice
Whelan has been associate
coordinator at the School of
A native St. Louisan, Rose
with regulations, policies and
chancellor and dean of the School
dean for medical student educaMedicine.
Brown graduated from Washinglaws, as well as coordinate federal
of Medicine.
tion since 1997 and is a professor
She also was a registered nurse
ton University in 1936 with a
clinical trials with the Grants and
In the new role, Whelan will
of medicine and of pediatrics.
at Saint Louis University Hospital
bachelor's degree in education
Contracts Office and the
organize teams and working
She led the school through the
and Compton Heights Hospital in
and biology. After college, she
Research Office. Zhang also will
groups to better use core resourcLiaison Committee on Medical
cardiothoracic surgery intensive
served on the editorial staff of the
lead the administrative core for
es, develop collaboration across
Education (LCME) reaccreditacare.
C.V. Mosby Co., editing medical
the Center for Applied Research
educational programs, explore
tion process and has been a
Zhang earned a bachelors
books and journals.
Sciences, working under its direc- degree in nursing from the
opportunities for cross-disciplinmember of several LCME site
Seymour Brown, M.D., also a
tor, Samuel Klein, M.D., the
ary curricula and programs, idenvisit teams, is an active member
University of Missouri-St. Louis
native St. Louisan and a graduate
William H. Danforth Professor of and a law degree from Saint Louis
tify and promulgate best practices
of the National Board of Medical
of Washington University and the
Medicine and Nutritional
and assess the prospects for and
Examiners, currently serving as a
University School of Law. She
School of Medicine, returned to
Science.
necessary characteristics of new
member-atTarge of its governing
previously was an attorney at
St. Louis after decorated service in
Zhang rejoined the School of
degree programs. In addition, she
board. She led the planning and
Husch & Eppenberger LLC in
World War II and became one of
Medicine from Chicago, where
development efforts for the
St. Louis.
the first full-time anesthesiologists will develop an Office of InterBY JIM DRYDEN

Whelan, Zhang take new roles at School of Medicine
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University Events

'Chance' exhibit opens Kemper 2009-10 season
BY LIAM OTTEN

I™ n an unstable world, chance
events can seem to threaten our
claims to self-determination.
Yet in the early 20th century,
avant-garde artists embraced
chance as a primary compositional
principle.
This fall, the Mildred Lane
Kemper Art Museum will present
"Chance Aesthetics," a major loan
exhibition examining the use of
chance in modern art, from found
objects and splattered paint to
musical scores composed with the
flip of a coin.
"Chance Aesthetics" is the first
of four major exhibitions slated for
the 2009-10 academic year.
Also opening in the fall will be
"Metabolic City," which explores
visionary concepts by three internationally known groups of architects and artists: the Japanese
Metabolists; the British collective
Archigram; and Dutch artist
Constant Nieuwenhuys, an early
member of the Situationist
International.
"While these two exhibitions
are very different, their pairing
reveals some parallel themes," said
Sabine Eckmann, Ph.D., director

"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place July 16-Aug. Wat
Washington University. Visit the Web for
expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (news-info.wustl.edu/calendars)
and the School of Medicine (medschool.
wustl. edu/calendars. html).

Exhibits
"Changing the Face of Medicine: Celebrating
America's Women Physicians." Aug. 10Sept. 18. Bernard Becker Medical Library.
362-7080.
"Double Exposure: Al Parker's Illustrations,
From Model to Magazine." Through
Sept. 30. Olin Library, Lvl. 1, Grand
Staircase Lobby and Ginkgo Rm. 935-7741.
"Edward and Joshua Geltman: A
Photographic Journey." Through Sept. 20.
(Opening Reception 5:30 p.m. July 24.)
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, Hearth
Gallery. 747-3284.
"MFA Thesis Exhibition." Through July 27.
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.
"Rirkrit Tiravanija: Chew The Fat." A
multifaceted video installation. Through
July 27. Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

Films
Thursday, July 16
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series.
"Blacula" (1972). Lab Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Thursday, July 23
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series. "The
Lost Boys" (1987). Lab Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Thursday, July 30
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series. "Let the
Right One In" (2008). Lab Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Lectures
Friday, July 17
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Endoscopy CME Course.
"St. Louis Live Therapeutic Endoscopy

Course." Cost: $195 for physicians,
$75 for allied health professionals. Eric
P. Newman Education Center. To register:
362-6891.
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "From
Brain to Kidneys: A Systems Perspective
of Organic Anion Transporters."
Sun-Young Ahn, instr. in pediatrics.
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place.
454-6006.
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical
Society Meeting. "Dark Components of
the Universe Observed." Ta-Pei Cheng,
prof, emeritus, physics and astronomy,
U. of Mo.-St. Louis. Saint Louis
Astronomical Society. McDonnell Hall,
Rm. 162.935-4614.

Tuesday, July 21
9:30 a.m. Research Administrator Forum.
Danforth University Center, Rm. 276.
747-5574.

Thursday, July 23
9 a.m. Research Administrator Forum.
Wohl Hosp. Bldg. Aud. 747-5574.

Friday, July 31
7:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. Allergy &
Immunology CME Course. "Clinical
Allergy for the Practicing Physician."
(Continues 7:30-12:30 p.m. Aug. 1.) Cost:
$350 for physicians, $250 for allied health
professionals. Eric P. Newman Education
Center. To register: 362-6891.
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Reverse Translational Research: The
Relationship Between Asthma and Sickle
Cell Disease Related Morbidity and
Mortality." Michael DeBaun, prof, of
pediatrics. Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's
Place. 454-6006.

Thursday, Aug. 13
6 p.m. School of Medicine Lecture.
"Changing the Face of Medicine: Political
Change, Personal Stories, 1849-2009."
Ellen S. More, prof, of psychiatry, U. of
Mass. Medical School. Bernard Becker
Medical Library. 362-7080.

Green Your Office
Bring a reusable cup or water
bottle for drinks; use real silverware and plates.

consists of a single slow-moving
tracking shot down a long interior
corridor, and "EXIT," in which a
static camera captures workers as
they leave the grounds. Also on
view will be three series of photographs, focusing on workers'
lunch boxes, group portraits and
independent vendors catering to
shipyard employees.
Also opening in Spring 2010
will be a solo exhibition by Allison
Smith, the Kemper Art Museum's
inaugural Henry L. and Natalie
E. Freund Visiting Artist.
Known for large-scale, often
performative installations exploring the cultural phenomenon of
historical re-enactment, Smith
critically engages the conventions
of craft to investigate such issues
as the relationship between history, social activism and national
and individual identities.
To prepare the exhibition,
Smith will work with faculty and
students in the Sam Fox School of
Design & Visual Arts during the
fall semester.
For updates and additional
information about the upcoming
exhibition season, call 935-4523
or visit kemperartmuseum
.wustl.edu.

Sports

Installation artist Allison Smith, whose work "Victory Hall" is shown
above, will be part of the Kemper Museum's exhibition season in
2009-10.

The Lost Boys •Changing
the Face of Medicine

and chief curator of the Kemper
Art Museum.
"For example, the use of play
and explorations of the unconscious evident in the Surrealist
games in 'Chance Aesthetics' finds
a new manifestation in the ludic
urban landscapes envisioned by
architects and artists in Metabolic
City.
"In addition, to varying degrees, both exhibitions investigate
the use of biology and nature in
practice and design," Eckmann
said. "'Chance Aesthetics' looks at
ways in which artists variously
tapped into the flow of natural
processes as a method of ceding an
element of artistic control, while
'Metabolic City' investigates how
architects explored the conceptual
influence of biological processes
on urban design."
In Spring 2010, Eckmann will
curate "Sharon Lockhart — Lunch
Break." Lockhart, a conceptual
artist known for exploring the
relationship between film and still
photography, spent a year documenting midday breaks at the Bath
Iron Works, a major shipyard
located in Bath, Maine.
The exhibition will include two
films: "Lunch Break," which

Stellar sports year
nets national honors
Washington University finished
fourth in the 2008-09 Learfield
Sports Directors' Cup Division III
standings, as announced by the
National Association of Collegiate
Directors of Athletics.
The Directors' Cup competition has been in place for Division
III schools since 1995 and awards
points based on the order of finish
in NCAA-sponsored championships. The fourth-place finish is
the third highest in WUSTL history and marks the Bears' seventh
consecutive top 10 appearance:
2002-03 (fifth), 2003-04 (ninth),
2004-05 (third), 2005-06 (seventh), 2006-07 (fifth) and 2007-08
(second).
WUSTL was 14th after the fall
season and fourth after the winter,
accumulating 873 points overall,
the second highest total in school
history.
The Bears had 15 teams compete in NCAA tournament action
in 2008-09. The highlight of the
academic year was the second
consecutive national title for men's
basketball, but not to be overlooked are the Bears' six other
overall top 10 NCAA finishes:
women's basketball (second),
men's tennis (fourth), women's
outdoor track and field (fifth),
men's swimming (seventh), volleyball (ninth) and women's soccer (ninth). WUSTL also won
nine University Athletic
Association titles.

WUSTL lands 22 on
scholar-athlete team
Washington University had a
conference-best 22 studentathletes named to the first annual
University Athletic Association
(UAA) Presidents Scholar-Athlete
Team.
The team is composed of
80 student-athletes representing
eight UAA member institutions
across eight men's sports and eight
women's sports.
To achieve this recognition, a
student-athlete must earn firstteam All-UAA honors and carry a
3.50 or greater cumulative grade
point average during the playing

The national championship won by the men's basketball team in
March helped WUSTL net its seventh consecutive top 10 finish in
the Directors' Cup, an honor that recognizes a school's cumulative
success in athletics. WUSTL finished fourth among Division III
schools this year.

season. WUSTL student-athletes
recognized this year are: junior
volleyball player Erin Albers;
senior volleyball player Alii
Alberts; junior swimmer Dan
Arteaga; junior national champion swimmer Alex Beyer; sophomore cross country and track
athlete Kelli Blake; senior tennis
player Nirmal Choradia; junior
soccer player Libby Held; senior
track athlete Pierre Hoppenot;
senior volleyball player Audra
Janak; senior swimmer Kevin
Leckey; senior baseball player
Zander Lehmann; senior track
athlete Todd Mowry; senior basketball player Tyler Nading;
junior cross country and track
athlete MoUy Schlamb;

sophomore tennis player Isaac
Stein; sophomore cross country
and track athlete Taryn Surtees;
junior track athlete Iby Umana;
junior basketball player Zoe
Unruh; sophomore Softball player Claire Voris; senior basketball
player Sean Wallis; senior baseball player Brian Williams; and
sophomore tennis player Max
Woods.
The UAA president's council
established this special recognition in spring 2009. The original
recommendation to establish this
honor came from the UAA student-athlete advisory committee
and was supported by the UAA
athletic administrators committee
and delegates committee.

(
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Freund visiting artist announced
BY LIAM OTTEN

Installation artist Allison Smith will serve as the
inaugural Henry L. and Natalie E. Freund Visiting
Artist in the Sam Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts.
Smith is known for creating large-scale works that
critically engage popular forms of historical re-enactment, along with crafts and other traditional cultural
conventions, to redo, restage and refigure historical
memories.
Launched in partnership with the Mildred Lane
Kemper Art Museum, the Freund Visiting Artist
program joins a similar collaboration — the Henry
L. and Natalie E. Freund Teaching Fellows program
— between the Sam Fox School and the Saint Louis
Art Museum, which was initiated in 1995.
Both programs are made possible with support
from the Henry L. and Natalie Edison Freund Art
Endowment Fund.
During the fall, Smith, an assistant professor of
sculpture at the California College of the Arts in San
Francisco, will make multiple visits to Sam Fox
School and will participate in an interdisciplinary
course titled "Past Present, Present Tense."
Led by Lauren Adams, assistant professor of
painting, the course will investigate the use of historical research as a strategy within contemporary
artistic practice. Smiths work will culminate with a
solo exhibition at the Kemper Art Museum, curated
by Adams, in spring 2010.
Smith's installations draw on well-known and
popular U.S. historical sites, "living history" museums and Civil War battle re-enactments to explore
the conventions of craft and their role in constructing national identity.
At the same time, her work refigures the

relationship between American history, the invisible
identities of marginalized groups and viewers' collective role in shaping politics and history.
For "The Muster," a public art event that took
place on New York's Governors Island in 2005, Smith
enlisted hundreds of individuals to fashion uniforms,
build campsites and declare responses to the question "What are you fighting for?"
In "Notion Nanny," Smith played the role of itinerant apprentice, working with blacksmiths, lacemakers, linen-weavers and other artisans throughout
England and the United States.
"Victory Hall" featured 100 wooden rifles arranged in decorative patterns as well as five life-sized
dolls constructed, in the 19th-century manner, from
porcelain and stuffed linen. For "Jugs, Pitchers,
Bottles, and Crocks, Household Linens and Yardage
in Stock," Smith worked with Pittsburgh potter
Bernard Jakub to create a series of stoneware vessels
in which text and cobalt blue imagery commemorate
contemporary events. Smith has exhibited in venues
throughout the United States and abroad.
Born in Manassas, Va., in 1972, Smith earned a
bachelor's degree in psychology from the New
School for Social Research and a bachelor of fine arts
degree from Parsons School of Design in 1995. In
1999, she earned a master of fine arts degree from
the Yale University School of Art, and in 1999-2000,
she participated in the Whitney Museum of
American Art Independent Study Program.
Natalie Edison Freund, who died in 2007, was a
Washington University alumna as well as a past
member of the alumni board of governors, the Sam
Fox School National Council and the board of the
Saint Louis Art Museum. Her husband, Henry
L. Freund, was owner of Freund Baking Co. in
St. Louis. He died in 1980.

Sam Fox School, Art Museum name Freund Fellows
Artists Bruce Yonemoto and
Ian Monroe will serve as the
Henry L. and Natalie E. Freund
Teaching Fellows for the academic years 2009-10 and 201011, respectively. The fellowship
consists of two month-long
residencies in the Sam Fox
School of Design & Visual Arts
and a "Currents" exhibition at
the Saint Louis Art Museum.
The open-call search was led
by Patricia Olynyk, the Florence
and Frank Bush Professor and
director of the Graduate School
of Art; and by Charlotte
Eyerman, curator of modern
and contemporary art at the
Saint Louis Art Museum; along
with Tricia Paik, assistant curator of modern and contemporary art and curator of the
"Currents" exhibition.
Yonemoto is known for
imaginative and theoretically
sophisticated multimedia artworks that explore intersections
between the world of the gallery

and the world of the television
screen. Through films, videos,
installations and sculptural objects, Yonemoto plays with the
conventions of Hollywood and
post-World War II American
iconography — incorporating
narrative, kitsch and formal experimentation — while also investigating the role of visual culture
in both describing and colonizing
non-Western cultures.
In 1972, Yonemoto earned a
bachelor's degree from the
University of California, Berkeley,
and then studied at the Sokei Art
Institute in Tokyo before earning a
master of fine arts degree from the
Otis Art Institute in 1979. He
serves as professor and chair of
studio art at the University of
California, Irvine.
Monroe creates large-scale
collages from everyday materials
— including vinyl, Formica, linoleum, Perspex, aluminum, foamcore and leather — that seem to
recall the design aesthetic of 1970s

suburban America. Yet with their
day-glow colors and fractured
modernist geometries, Monroe's
cavernous-yet-depopulated
spaces also suggest a corporate
vernacular of hotel lobbies, conference halls and airport terminals, while at the same time
holding out the promise, never
quite fulfilled, of rational, human-scaled Renaissance
perspective.
Based in London, Monroe has
exhibited in group and solo
exhibitions throughout Europe.
Monroe earned a bachelor's
degree from Washington
University in 1995 and a master's
degree from Goldsmiths College,
University of London, in 2002.
He most recently served as a
visiting artist at The Ruskin
School of Drawing and Fine Art,
Oxford University; and as an
associate lecturer at the
Camberwell College of Arts,
University of the Arts, London.
—Liam Otten

ROCkin Camp Laura Rayhel (left), a junior majoring in
physics in Arts & Sciences, helps students from area middle
schools perform a physics experiment with model rockets
during the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Summer Science
Camp, held June 14-26 on the Danforth Campus. This is the
third year that WUSTL has hosted the free residential camp
that aims to motivate students to excel in math and science.
WUSTL's Science Outreach program received an $80,000
grant from the ExxonMobil Foundation and The Harris
Foundation — led by former NASA astronaut Bernard Harris,
M.D. — to support the camp. Physics graduate students
Sarah Thibadeau and Ben Burch organized a group of
physics students who volunteered at the camp.

New center to focus on
regional scientific growth
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

The Department of Education in
Arts & Sciences has announced
the creation of the Center for the
Study of Regional Competitiveness in Science and Technology,
located in Harry and Susan Seigle
Hall.
St. Louis and the state of
Missouri are attempting to capitalize on the strengths of its education and business communities
to foster a competitive economic
environment for the advancement
of the life sciences, information
technology and advanced manufacturing. The mission of the
center is to examine the alignment
of people, policy instruments and
partnerships associated with
regional scientific and technological growth and production.
"My hope is that the center will
become an important resource of
quality research related to human
capital development and related
policy and programmatic evaluation," said William F. Tate, Ph.D.,
the Edward Mallinckrodt Distinguished University Professor in
Art & Sciences and the center's
director. "We want to understand
the current state of affairs related
to regional scientific and technological growth and production.
While largely focused on the
St. Louis metropolitan region, we
will support the efforts of other

regions as time and resources
permit."
Tate said that to seek an understanding of the strengths and
problems in our communities is
an important civic function.
"This is true in big and small
cities, towns, suburbs and rural
communities," he said. "I feel we
have a civic responsibility to
provide relevant and rigorous
research that informs how we
come to understand the interdependencies of the social, cultural,
and economic institutions in our
communities and how they relate
to social processes and outcomes."
Tate believes every major
metropolitan region in the United
States should have an organized,
independent research collaboration engaged in this type of work.
"The founders of Washington
University understood that policies and programs to reshape and
improve metropolitan America
require great universities to invest
in scholars and thinkers capable
of contributing to the knowledge
base and policy discussions associated with the advancement of
science and technology," he said.
"The center is a response to my
past research leadership experiences and traditions associated
with the University," Tate said.
For more information, visit
artsci.wustl.edu/
scienceandtechnology.

Students awarded Fulbright-Hays grants
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

FrOltl the mOOn tO WUSTLThe University's role in Apollo 11 is getting recognition this month
in conjunction with the 40th anniversary of the moon landing July 20,1969. In this photo taken in
1969, the late Robert M.Walker, Ph.D. (seated, second from left), first director of the McDonnell
Center for the Space Sciences, displays photos and lunar samples collected on the mission. The
McDonnell Center was a partner in the scientific planning and examination of lunar material
brought back by the astronauts. Walker was a member of NASA's Lunar Sample Analysis Team that
received the material in a Houston lab and allocated samples to 150 labs around the world,
including WUSTL. Ghislaine Crozaz, Ph.D. (seated, third from left), professor of earth and planetary
sciences emerita, also was on the team and said the event is "as vivid in my mind as if it had
happened yesterday." She said the team received samples in early September and worked diligently throughout the fall to have a paper ready by the following January. "We arrived with our
Science paper after having worked 'incommunicado' for 4 months," she said.

Two doctoral students have
received Fulbright-Hays grants
to conduct research abroad in the
2009-2010 academic year.
Megan Ference, doctoral student in anthropology in Arts &
Sciences, will spend 12 months in
Kenya studying "Mapping Mobile
Identities in Metropolitan
Nairobi." Beverly Levine, doctoral
student in history in Arts &
Sciences, will spend nine months
in Syria examining "Of Safety,
Danger and Care: Illness, Healing
and Social Support Networks in
Interwar Syria."

The Department of Education
Doctoral Dissertation Research
Abroad Award, the FulbrightHays, provides grants to universities to fund individual doctoral
students who conduct research
abroad in modern foreign languages and area studies for periods of six to 12 months.
Projects deepen research
knowledge and help develop
capability in areas of the world
not generally included in U.S.
curricula.
Applications for the program
are due in the fall to the
International and Area Studies
Program in Arts & Sciences.
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Shimabukuro named director of admissions
University with my parents when I was a prospective
student and being immediately drawn to the dynamic and welcoming spirit of the community.
Julie Shimabukuro has been named director of
"It felt right then, and it still does now," Shimaadmissions, announced John Berg, associate vice
bukuro said. "I look forward to the new challenges
chancellor for admissions.
ahead for the University and admissions, and I feel
Shimabukuro, formerly director of international
really privileged to work with great colleagues rerecruitment in the Office of Admissions, will oversee
cruiting talented students from around the world to
the University's team of recruiters and high-school
continue to make Washington University a special
outreach program. She also will manage the applicaplace to us all."
tion-review process. For the incoming freshman
As director of international recruitment,
class, Washington University received more than
Shimabukuro directed the University's re23,000 applications.
cruitment and enrollment efforts for interna"I am delighted that Julie was willing
tional and U.S. students living outside the
to take on this key role at Washington
United States. While traveling internationally,
University," Berg said. "She is a talented
Shimabukuro conducted presentations, interand effective leader, and she is well-reviewed prospective students and established
spected among her colleagues at the
relationships with high-school guidance
University and among high-school councounselors.
selors in the United States and around the
Before returning to WUSTL in 1999,
world.
Shimabukuro held teaching and admissions
"The fact that she is also a Washington
positions in Japan from 1993-98. In 1998, she
University graduate and that she has 16
Shimabukuro
served as an admissions and recruitment
years of experience in the admissions
officer at International University of Japan in Niigata.
office here is the icing on the cake," he said. "She's a
From 1995-97, she worked for the Yokohama Board
great person and a wonderful citizen of Washington
of Education in Kanagawa as a foreign consultant,
University."
developing English language seminars for teachers.
Shimabukuro, who earned a bachelor's degree in
Shimabukuro was an assistant English teacher for the
psychology in Arts & Sciences from WUSTL in 1987
Iida Board of Education in Nagano from 1993-95.
has focused on international recruitment for the
Shimabukuro and her husband, Mark Freiman
University since 1999. She also worked in various
— who graduated from WUSTL with bachelor of
roles in the Office of Admissions from 1987-1993.
fine arts degree in 1986 — have a one-year-old son,
"Washington University is such a special place to
Hudson.
me," Shimabukuro said. "I remember visiting the
BY JESSICA DAUES

One-year master of engineering offered
The School of Engineering &
Applied Science has developed
a highly personalized one-year
master of engineering in computer science and engineering
designed to provide students
computing skills and a competitive edge to meet the demands of
modern industry.
The program is tailored to
individuals who plan to change
careers and enter the computer

science and engineering (CSE)
profession, for international students seeking to establish U.S.
credentials in computing, and for
current CSE professionals who
wish to advance their skills and
education.
"A distinctive feature of the
program is the ability to customize
it to specific individual needs and
to combine the best of computer
science and computer engineering

education with pursuits in other
fields, leading to a capstone project that brings together all of each
student's ambitions, interests and
accomplishments in the program," said Christopher D. Gill,
D.Sc, associate professor and
director of master's programs in
computer science and
engineering.
The master of engineering in
computer science and engineering degree requires 30 units of
graduate credit, all of which must
be taken for a grade. A six-unit
master's project that culminates in
communities. • a successful project defense preToday, ACHA's membership
sentation also is part of the curhas grown from the original 20
institutions of higher education to riculum and degree requirements.
At least 15 of the remaining
more than 900.
Glass joined the staff of Student 24 units must be departmental
Health and Counseling in January, courses at the 400 level or above,
2004. In addition to being director with at least nine of those CSE
units at the 500 level.
of the Habif center on the
The program begins with the
Danforth Campus, Glass is assisstart
of the University's fall semestant professor of clinical psychiatry
at the School of Medicine. A grad- ter Aug. 26. Applications are
being accepted and continue on a
uate of the University of Minnesota Medical School, he completed rolling basis. Students who have
a pediatric residency at Cincinnati earned a bachelor's degree in any
discipline from an accredited
Children's Hospital. He practiced
university
or college may apply.
emergency medicine for several
Interested applicants can apply
years before entering the field of
online at cse.seas.wustl.edu/
college health.
masters/engineering.
His areas of interest include
For more information, contact
college health, sexual health, alcoMadeline Hawkins, CSE graduate
hol and prescription drug misuse
and cultural competency in health student coordinator, at 935-6132
or MEng@cse.wustl.edu.
care.

Glass named president-elect of AHCA
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Alan Glass, M.D., assistant vice
chancellor and director of the
Habif Health and Wellness Center,
has been named president-elect of
the American College Health
Association (AHCA) for the 200910 academic year.
The 3,000-member association
is the principle leadership and
advocacy organization for college
health worldwide. Glass has been a
member of the board of directors
for six years and vice president for
two. He will become president in
2010-11.
Since its inception in 1920, the
ACHA has been dedicated to the
health needs of students at colleges
and universities. It provides services, communications and advocacy that help its members advance the health of their campus

Rays
- from Page 1
The new observations now
show that the particle acceleration and the subsequent emission of gamma rays can happen
in the very "inner jet," less than
about 100 Schwarzschild radii
away from the black hole, which
is an extremely narrow space as
compared with the total extent
of the jet or the galaxy.
The VHE gamma rays with
energies ranging from hundred
GeV (one billion electron Volt)
to several 10s of TeV (one trillion electron Volt) are measured
with Cherenkov telescopes with
mirror diameters of up to 17 m
(56 feet).
The gamma rays coming
from distant cosmic particle
accelerators are absorbed in the
Earth's atmosphere, where they
give a short-lived shower of
particles.
The Cherenkov telescopes
detect the faint, extremely short
flashes of blue light, which these
particles emit (named Cheren-

kov light), using extremely sensitive cameras. The images can be
used to infer the arrival direction
and initial energy of the primary
gamma rays.
The three telescope systems
involved in the observations are
located in Arizona (VERITAS);
Namibia, Africa (H.E.S.S.); and
on the Canary Island La Palma,
Spain (MAGIC).
Coordinating the observations between the three experiments resulted in an observation
of time of about 120 hours in
2008, allowing for the detection
of the strong gamma-ray flares.
The VLBA is a system of 10
radio-telescope antennas, each
with a dish 25 meters (82 feet) in
diameter and weighing 240 tons.
From Mauna Kea on the Big
Island of Hawaii to St. Croix in
the US. Virgin Islands, the VLBA
spans more than 5,000 miles,
providing astronomers with the
sharpest vision of any telescope
on Earth or in space.
Dedicated in 1993, the VLBA
has an ability to see fine detail
equivalent to being able to stand
in New York and read a newspaper in Los Angeles.
From January 2007 to April

2008, Walker and co-workers used
the VLBA to make a "43 GHz
movie" of the plasma outflow
from the supermassive black hole
in the radio galaxy M 87.
VERITAS is a collection of
four 12-meter telescopes used to
detect astrophysical sources of
VHE gamma rays in the
100 GeV-50 TeV band.
The telescopes scan the night
sky searching for remnants of
exploded stars, distant active
galaxies, powerful gamma ray
bursts and evidence of mysterious
dark matter particles.
VERITAS, which is located at
the Fred Lawrence Whipple
Observatory south of Tucson, is
operated by a collaboration of
more than 100 scientists from
about 20 different institutions in
the United States, Ireland,
England and Canada.
VERITAS is funded by the
US. Department of Energy, the
National Science Foundation, the
Smithsonian Institution, the
Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada, the
Science Foundation Ireland and
the STFC of the U.K. The complete VERITAS array started
operations in September 2007.

C. J. Larkin appointed
Fulbright senior specialist
C.J. Larkin, J.D., administrative
director of the School of
Law's Alternate Dispute
Resolution Program and senior
lecturer in law, is serving as a
Fulbright senior specialist at
Utrecht University in the
Netherlands.
During her summer appointment, she is focusing on various
aspects of alternative dispute
resolution.
The law school has an ongoing partnership with Utrecht
University through both the
Transnational Law Program and
the Summer Institute for Global
Justice. Kathleen Clark, J.D.,
professor of law, and Charles R.
McManis, J.D., the Thomas and
Karole Green Professor of Law
and director of the Intellectual
Property and Technology Law
Program, are among the faculty
teaching in the institute this
summer.
Larkin is one of more than
400 U.S. faculty and professionals traveling abroad this year
through the Fulbright senior
specialists program.
The program provides shortterm academic opportunities
to prominent U.S. faculty and
professionals to support curricular and faculty development and
institutional planning at postsecondary academic institutions

Village East
■ from Page 1
"This beautiful facility now
enables us to more adequately
meet the increasing demand by
juniors and seniors for apartment-style accommodations on
the Danforth Campus," Carroll
said.
LEED-certified construction is
part of the University's strategy to
reduce its environmental impact,
manage its financial resources
and improve indoor environments.
The University will construct
all buildings started in 2008 or
later to meet at least LEED Silver
qualifications.
In order to become LEED
certified, a project must earn a
certain number of "points," which
are awarded by the USGBC for
following green practices such as
using locally and regionally extracted raw materials; optimizing
energy efficiency; and allowing
for significant amounts of daylight in a large percentage of the
building's areas.
A building's level of

around the world.
Among other international
activities, Larkin recently concluded a State Department exchange project for Nepali mediators and mediation trainers;
consulted with community mediators and mediation trainers in
Thailand for a proposed education and exchange program; and
led a workshop on cross-cultural
issues in mediation at a law firm
in New Delhi, India.
Additionally, Jo Ellen Lewis,
J.D., professor of practice and
director of the law school's Legal
Practice Program, is in the third
year of a five-year appointment
as a Fulbright senior specialist.
Among her international
work, Lewis has served as a
visiting lecturer in Japan; taught
short courses in the Global
Legal Studies program at
Universidade Catolica
Portuguesa in Lisbon, Portugal;
and conducted workshops on
legal writing for Seoul National
University and the Korean
Association of Law Schools.
Previously, law faculty members and administrators have
been awarded Fulbright grants
for a variety of placements,
including in Austria, France,
Germany, Israel, Italy, Korea,
Nepal, Portugal, South Africa,
Spain and Suriname.
certification is based on the
number of points a building
earns. Platinum is the highest,
followed by Gold, Silver and
simply LEED-certified.
The Village East received
points for following the previously mentioned criteria and
incorporating other green features, including the use of materials with recycled content and
low-emitting paints, carpets and
composite wood; and stormwater
management, including an onsite rain garden.
Two recently completed
WUSTL buildings — Harry and
Susan Seigle Hall on the
Danforth Campus and the
Genome Sequencing Data Center
(Silver) at the School of Medicine
— are awaiting LEED
certification.
WUSTL is in the design or
construction phase of three
projects that will seek LEED
Silver or Gold certification:
Stephen F. and Camilla T. Brauer
Hall (Gold) and Phase 1 of the
South 40 project (Silver) on the
Danforth Campus and the BJC
Institute of Health at Washington
University (Silver) at the School
of Medicine.
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Notables
Of note
Nathan A. Baker, Ph.D., associate professor of biochemistry
and molecular biophysics, has
received a four-year, $825,950
grant from the National Institute
of General Medical Sciences for
research titled "APBS: Nanoscale
Biomolecular Electrostatics
Software." ...
Thomas B. Ferguson, M.D.,
professor emeritus of surgery
(cardiothoracic surgery), has
received the American Association for Thoracic Surgery's
Lifetime Achievement Award at
the organizations annual meeting
in May. He was recognized by his
colleagues for his contributions to
the specialty and to the worldwide
community of cardiothoracic
surgery. ...
Daniel E. Giammar, Ph.D.,
associate professor of energy,
environmental and chemical
engineering, has received a threeyear, $311,390 subaward from
Stanford Linear Accelerator
Center for research titled
"Investigation of the Stability of
Biogenic Uraninite." ...
Njeri Kagotho, doctoral student in social work, has received a
one-year, $5,000 grant from the
Fahs-Beck Fund for Research and
Experimentation for research
tided "Wealth Differentials and
Health Behaviors in Immigrant
Populations: Examining the
Longitudinal Impact of Assets
and Income on Health Behaviors
and Health Outcomes." ...
Madeline Lee, doctoral student in social work, has received a
one-year, $5,000 grant from the

Fahs-Beck Fund for Research and
Experimentation for research
titled "The Pursuit of Accreditation in Children's Mental
Healthcare: Motivations,
Experiences, and Perceptions." ...
Five doctoral students from
the Program in Audiology and
Communication Sciences presented posters at the American
Academy of Audiology annual
meeting held in Dallas April 1-4.
Natalie Lenzen presented
"Differences in Added Stable
Gain Among Feedback Reduction
Algorithms." Alison Brockmeyer
presented "Evaluation of Different
Signal Processing Options in
Unilateral and Bilateral Cochlear
Implant Recipients Using R-Space
Background Noise." Amy
Streufert Umansky presented
"Epidemiology of Unilateral
Hearing Loss in the UNHS Era."
Jacquelyn Baudhuin presented
"Optimization of Speech
Processor Fitting in Children."
Rose Bradley presented
"Predicting Musical Enjoyment
for Cochlear Implant Users." ...
Jason C. Mills, M.D, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of pathology
and immunology, has received a
three-year, $720,000 grant from
the American Cancer Society for
research titled "Normal and
Metaplastic Differentiation of
Gastric Neck Progenitor Cells." ...
Arye Nehorai, Ph.D., the
Eugene and Martha Lohman
Professor and chair of the Department of Electrical and Systems
Engineering, has received a twoyear, $253,858 grant from the
Office of Naval Research for research tided "Acoustic Vector
Sensor Array Processing in Strong
Interference and Flow Noise." ...

Arthur elected president of IT association
BY JESSICA DAUES

M

Iatthew Arthur, director of incident com
munications solutions, has been named
president-elect of the Association
for Information Communications
Technology Professionals in Higher
Education (ACUTA).
Arthur, who will serve as presidentelect of ACUTA in 2009-2010, will be
president in 2010-11.
"ACUTA has always been a great
resource for Washington University
and higher education as a whole,"
Arthur said. "As president-elect and
then president beginning in April
Arthur
2010, it will be an exciting opportunity
for me to enhance and enlarge that
relationship in Ways that will bring significant
benefits to campus."
Yoram Rudy, Ph.D., the Fred
Saigh Distinguished Professor of
Engineering, has received a fiveyear, $1,898,718 grant from the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute for research titled
"Cardiac Excitation and
Arrhythmias." ...
Bradley L. Schlaggar, M.D.,
Ph.D., the A. Ernest and Jane
G. Stein Associate Professor of
Neurology and associate professor
of pediatrics, of radiology and of
neurobiology, received the
American Academy of Neurology
(AAN) 2009 Norman Geschwind
Prize in Behavioral Neurology for
his research to better understand
the development of the network
structure of the brain in patients
with Tourette syndrome. He received the award during the
AAN's annual meeting April

Arthur, who has been at the University since
1988, oversees campus emergency communications systems. Before being named incident communications director in 2008, Arthur had served
in various director roles in Information Services 8c
Technology.
Arthur earned a bachelor's degree in
mathematics and secondary education from
the University of Florida in 1980 and a
master's degree in international relations at
WUSTL in 1990.
Arthur also served in the U.S. Army,
retiring as command sergeant major in
2004.
ACUTA is an international educational
association that supports higher education
information communications
technology professionals. ACUTA represents nearly 2,000 individuals at approximately
780 institutions.

25-May 2. The prize is awarded to
an individual for outstanding
research in the field of behavioral
neurology. ...
Robert D. Schreiber, Ph.D., the
Alumni Professor of Pathology and
Immunology and professor of
molecular microbiology, has received a two-year, $100,000 grant
from the Cancer Research Institute
for research titled "A Novel Mouse
Mammary Gland Tumor Model
that Displays Remarkable
Similarity to Human Breast
Cancer: Potential for Testing New
Breast Cancer Therapeutics and/or
Developing Methods for Early
Disease Detection." ...
PaulT. Shattuck, Ph.D., assistant professor of social work, has
received a two-year, $60,000 grant
from the Organization for Autism
Research for research tided

Gulbransen, professor emeritus of metallurgy, 88
BY JESSICA DAUES

Leonard B. Gulbransen, Ph.D.,
professor emeritus of metallurgy, died May 27,2009. He was
88.
Gulbransen joined
Washington University as associate professor of metallurgy in
1954. In 1958, he was promoted
to professor, and he became
emeritus in 1991.
While at the University,
Gulbransen focused his research
on physical metallurgy and X-ray
spectrography.
"In his very gentle, friendly
way, Professor Leonard
Gulbransen made a big impact on
people's lives," said Kenneth

Jerina, D.Sc,
the Earl E.
and Myrtle
E. Walker
Professor
and associate
chair of the
Department
of Mechanical, AeroGulbransen
space &
Structural
Engineering. "Colleagues as well
as students benefited from his
mentoring. He was a special
person with the instinctive manner of a teacher."
Jerina earned a doctorate from
WUSTL in 1974; Gulbransen was
a member of Jerina's dissertation

committee.
"Professor Gulbransen would
always respond to questions with
words of wisdom and guidance
and to requests for his time or
resources with commitment that
encouraged young people," Jerina
said. "He will be dearly missed by
all of his former students, colleagues and friends at Washington
University."
Gulbransen served as vice
chairman of the American Society
for Metals from 1961-62.
Before coming to WUSTL,
Gulbransen was assistant professor of metallurgy at the Colorado
School of Mines, where he earned
a bachelor's degree in engineering
in 1942.

Gulbransen was born in
Denver and served in the U.S.
Navy from 1944-46.
In 1947 and 1949, he earned a
master's degree and doctorate,
respectively, from the University
of Utah.
He is survived by his children
Darlene Berdeaux, Lynn Lipke,
Paula Nicholson, Amber
Wamhoff, George Gulbransen
and Janet Gulbransen; seven
grandchildren; and one greatgranddaughter.
Donations may be made to
Loaves 8c Fishes, 2750 McKelvey
Rd., Maryland Heights, Mo.
63043; or the American Heart
Association, 460 N. Lindbergh
Blvd., St. Louis, Mo. 63141.

Trebilcot, professor emerita, co-founder of women's studies, 76
BY JESSICA DAUES

Joyce Trebilcot, Ph.D., professor
emerita of philosophy and of
women's studies, both in Arts 8c
Sciences, and co-founder of
WUSTL's women's studies program, died May 27, 2009. She
was 76.
Trebilcot, who joined the
University in 1970 as assistant
professor of philosophy, helped
found the women's studies major
in 1972 and the program in 1975.
She served as coordinator of the
program from 1980-1992.
Trebilcot was named associate
professor of women's studies in
1992 and became emerita in 1995.
"Working with a group of
committed students and faculty,
Joyce Trebilcot played an integral
role in developing women's studies
at Washington University from a

special major into an interdisciplinary program in the 1970s,"
said Mary Ann Dzuback, Ph.D.,
associate professor and director of
the Women, Gender and Sexuality
Studies
Program.
"She was
formidable in
challenging the
University to
recognize
women students as legitimate members
of the commuTrebilcot
nity and women's experiences as eminendy as worthy of
study as men's," Dzuback said.
Trebilcot also was the first
woman to become a tenured
faculty member of the Department of Philosophy when she was

named associate professor in
1977.
"Joyce was a pioneer in women's studies and feminist philosophy," said Mark Rollins, Ph.D.,
professor and chair of philosophy.
"She was a voice of conscience on
a number of important issues, an
independent thinker, and a presence in the department in applied
ethics. She was a supportive colleague in the years we overlapped,
and I'm sure she will be missed by
many former students and coworkers."
A founding member of the
Society for Women in Philosophy
and of the editorial board of
Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist
Philosophy, Trebilcot grew up in
Oakland, Calif., and earned a
bachelor's degree from the
University of California, Berkeley,
and a doctorate from the

University of California, Santa
Barbara. She is survived by her
partner, Jan Crites.
Donations may be made to
BJC Hospice, 9890 Clayton Rd.,
Suite 200, St. Louis, Mo. 63124;
Lydia's House, P.O. Box 2722,
St. Louis, Mo. 63116; Gateway to
Hope, CityPlace Building 5,
845 N. New Ballas Ct., Suite 380,
St. Louis, Mo. 63141; or Left Bank
Books in care of Jarek Steele at
367-6731.

"Transition to Adulthood: Service
Utilization and Determinants of
Functional Outcomes." ...
Eric Slattery, M.D., research
fellow of otolaryngology — head
and neck surgery, has received a
one-year, $20,000 grant from the
National Organization for Hearing
Research for research titled
"Cisplatin Ototoxicity and
Regeneration in the Avian Inner
Ear." ...
At the June 5 meeting of the
Faculty Senate Council, the council
unanimously passed a resolution
recognizing the contribution to the
University and the faculty of
Samuel L. Stanley Jr., M.D., former vice chancellor for research,
and his staff at the Office of the
Vice Chancellor for Research.
Stanley was named president of
State University of New York Stony
Brook in early May and his appointment as president began July
1. For a complete text of the
Faculty Senate Council resolution,
go to record/wustl.edu/news/page/
normal/14354.html....
Thaddeus S. Stappenbeck,
M.D., Ph.D., assistant professor of
pathology and immunology and of
developmental biology, and
Deborah J.Novack, M.D., Ph.D.,
assistant professor of pathology
and immunology and of medicine,
have been elected to the American
Society of Clinical Investigation
(ASCI), an honor society for physician-scientists. Andrey S. Shaw,
M.D., the Emil R. Unanue Professor of Immunobiology in
Pathology and Immunology and a
Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Investigator, and Kenneth M.
Murphy, M.D., Ph.D., professor of
pathology and immunology, have
been elected to the Association of
American Physicians (AAP). The
four were inducted into their
respective societies at the joint
ASCI/AAP meeting in Chicago in
April 2009....
Stavros Thomopoulos, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of orthopaedic
surgery, received the 2009 Young
Investigator Award from the Kappa
Delta Sorority and the Orthopaedic Research and Education
Foundation for his paper "Structure, Biomechanics, and Mechanobiology in the Attachment
of Tendon to Bone." ...
Lihong Wang, Ph.D., the Gene
K. Beare Distinguished Professor
of Biomedical Engineering and
professor of radiology, has received
a one-year, $19,999 subaward from
PolarOnyx Inc. for research titled
"Portable Photoacoustic
Microscopy."

Speaking of
Fairbanks, 85
Anne Ross Fairbanks, instructor
and then assistant professor of
health and physical education
from 1947-1951, died June 18,
2009, after a brief illness. She
was 85.

Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton
delivered the Commencement
speech for Harris-Stowe State
University May 12 at Powell
Symphony Hall. Wrighton also
received an honorary degree from
Harris-Stowe.
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BY JIM DRYDEN

He was interested in medicine because his father
was a doctor. Curiosity
about scientific research
came from his postgraduate mentors. Born in Liverpool,
England, Nicholas Oliver Davidson, M.D., says his father, an anesthesiologist, was a big influence on
his decision to go into medicine.
Jack Davidson, M.D., worked at
one of the teaching hospitals of
the University of Liverpool, and
he encouraged his son to spend
his summers helping out in the
hospital, assisting researchers in
laboratories there.
Nicholas Davidson attended
both college and medical school
at Kings College, University of
London. But even before earning a
medical degree, Davidson, now
a professor of medicine and of
developmental biology and chief
of the Division of Gastroenterology, had his sights set on a career in research.
"Between my third and fourth
years of medical school in
England, I had an opportunity to
come to Chicago and spend a

'A rare gift'
Davidson carries
forward his
mentoring to
gastroenterology
trainees, faculty

summer doing research," he says.
"That really solidified my interest
in wanting to pursue it as a career."

Mentored in New York
Originally, he had intended to do
some postgraduate research in the
United States and then return to
England, but the opportunities he
found in America, combined with
personal factors — like meeting
his future wife — kept him
stateside.
After his medical residency in
England, he traveled to New York,
where he became a clinical scholar
at Rockefeller University. Because
Kings College Hospital was a
premier liver center, he had a keen
interest in liver disease.
"The director of the laboratory
at Rockefeller was Dr. E.H. 'Pete'
Ahrens Jr., who described the
original case of primary biliary
cirrhosis in a young woman with
very high levels of blood cholesterol and cirrhosis of the liver,"
Davidson says. "My work at
'
Rockefeller involved clinical research studying hepatic cholesterol metabolism in humans."
He also met his future wife,
Jeanne Most, who was a biostatistician at Rockefeller. The couple
will celebrate 30 years of marriage
in December.
From Rockefeller, he moved to
the then Columbia-Presbyterian
Hospital, now New York-Presbyterian/Columbia University
Medical Center, for a gastroenterology fellowship. He gives credit
to his mentors for helping to plug
him into an area of research that
was really taking off just as his
career was beginning.
"I had terrific mentors," he
says. "At Rockefeller, I had been
working on cholesterol metabolism in the liver and became interested in the regulation of cholesterol absorption and bile acid
metabolism. At Columbia
University, my mentor, Dr. Bob
Glickman, was pioneering the
study of fat and cholesterol metabolism in the intestine.
"And basically, I was lucky
enough to be there with enthusiasm and energy and a desire to
learn at a time when the field was
exploding," he says. "I've managed
to maintain a scientific dialogue
between hepatic and intestinal
lipid metabolism for most of my
career, which has led me in very
interesting and unpredictable
directions."

Nicholas O. Davidson, M.D. (left), goes over a patient case in the endoscopy procedure room with John
Iskander, M.D., a fellow in internal medicine (gastroenterology). "(Davidson) is able to critique trainees
on their endoscopic techniques just as easily as he can point out flaws in research studies evaluating
genetic influences in lipid metabolism," says C. Prakash Gyawali, M.D., associate professor of medicine
and associate director of the fellowship program in gastroenterology. "This is a rare gift, and one that
benefits trainees and faculty alike."

Becoming a mentor
After completing a gastroenterology fellowship, Davidson relocated to the University of Chicago as an assistant professor to
set up his own laboratory. After
12 years there, rising through the
ranks to professor of medicine,
he was recruited to St. Louis and
Washington University in 1998
to lead the Division of Gastroenterology.
At both of those stops, he has
attempted to do for young scientists what his mentors did for
him early in his career. And he
has been successful, according to
C. Prakash Gyawali, M.D., associate professor of medicine and
associate director of the fellowship program in gastroenterology.
"I was the first faculty member Nick hired when he took
over the GI division, so we share
a special bond," Gyawali says.
"He has been extremely supportive and contributed significantly
to my growth in my academic
career. He is able to critique
trainees on their endoscopic
techniques just as easily as he can
point out flaws in research studies evaluating genetic influences
in lipid metabolism. This is a rare
gift, and one that benefits trainees and faculty alike."
Davidson's laboratory uses
mouse models to study the identity and regulation of genetic
pathways involved in lipid metabolism. For example, his lab
developed a strain of mice lacking a gene called liver fatty acid
binding protein (L-Fabp). Even
when these mice eat high-fat
diets, they don't become obese.
Davidson says the mice without
L-Fabp may provide scientists
with tools to help them decouple
obesity itself from obesity-related
problems.
"We're interested in genetic
regulation of obesity and why
high-fat diets tend to induce
different responses in terms of
weight gain and what genetic
components influence that process and affect fat accumulation
in the liver and the intestine," he
says. "We're also interested in the
interaction between those genes
and growth and development in
the intestine, as well as how they
influence the pathogenesis of
certain cancers."
Davidson also is credited with
identifying and characterizing
the molecular machinery responsible for one of the key steps in
intestinal fat absorption. His lab

cloned an RNA-editing enzyme
called apobec-1, which regulates
a critically important step in
exporting lipids from the intestine. His group has gone on to
examine the role of apobec-1 in
the regulation of other RNAs,
including those involved in the
initiation and progression of
cancer.
His laboratory concentrates
particularly on the genes that
regulate cell metabolism in the
liver and the intestine, focusing
on the mechanisms of gene regulation, primarily at the RNA level,
and to examine how changes in
certain RNAs influence growth,
health and disease in the gut.
He also is very excited about a
study involving families with
inherited and genetic susceptibility to cancers in the gastrointestinal tract. Washington University
has one of the larger registries of
familial GI cancers in the country, and working with Alison
J. Whelan, M.D., and Deborah
C. Rubin, M.D, both professors
of medicine, and James W Fleshman Jr., M.D, professor and chief
of colorectal surgery, Davidson is
studying families with familial
adenomatous polyposis (FAP).
The research team hopes to better
understand the genetic factors
that contribute to the clinical
variability seen within families
affected by FAP.
Through all of the research
efforts, Rubin says fellows and
junior faculty are never far from
Davidson's mind.
"He meets with them regularly
to assess their progress and deal
with their concerns," she says.
"And he has developed a very
organized program for mentoring, including establishing senior
faculty mentoring committees
and creating a lecture series to
deal with issues such as how to
write a grant, how to run a lab
and work/family considerations.
His willingness to give so much
time and to provide such detailed
and extensive feedback is highly
unusual and very valuable for
those just beginning their careers
in science."

'Soccer hooligan'
As a Liverpool native, Davidson
is aware that the two most famous exports of the city of his
birth are the Beatles and soccer
hooligans.
"I am a soccer hooligan," he
jokes. "That's a dominantly imprinted genetic aberration. I'm a
die-hard Liverpool fan."

His television is tuned to the
Fox Soccer Channel, and he
regularly watches games from the
European Champions League
with a small group of close
friends. This year's final pitted
Spain's Barcelona club against
one of Liverpool's longtime rivals
in the English Premier League,
Manchester United. Davidson
smiles broadly when recalling the
final score: Barcelona 2,
Manchester United nothing.
Davidson also has been a
coach, supervising his sons,
Jeremy and Andrew, as they
learned to play soccer when the
family lived in Chicago and, for a
brief time, here in St. Louis.
Recalling that experience elicits
an even bigger smile than a
Manchester United loss.
He says coaching and playing
soccer have provided important
life lessons. Aside from the obvious challenges of helping people
find ways to play well together
and buiid team spirit, he says it
always is a humbling experience
to facilitate and encourage personal growth in individuals with
different talents and skill sets,
and he says these experiences
provide some parallels with his
position as chief of
gastroenterology.
"It has been an enormous
privilege to assist in and support
the growth and development of
our fellows and junior faculty in
gastroenterology as they move
forward and become leaders in
their field," he says. "That's what
good coaches do."
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